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DEL nIGHT

A. ... AdvantagesJ

1.

(a) Land ... approx1ma q 3 square mile , outside of bomb
impact area.

(b) ater ... approximate),. 6 quare les of sballow water
at 1 t I Ue fro at c Is 0 populated a a.

(c) 0 sigrl1f'1cant obstructions in area. st Point h less
than 1 square 11 and much of this is 'WOoded or paved.

2. Aeoes ibi11ty to Laooraton:

.3. Flexibil1W of Fixed-Baas Operations t

(8) T ts depend only on ediat ather.
(0) PP1"ox1mately.3 times as DlaIlY' 8"Y8 av lable for testing.
(c) a1ntenanoe qui!l1lant left at pin tall hop.
(d) CJn.q tracldng and radio control equipllent needed at ite,

can be 8 -permanent.
(e) hops diate13 vailable for odel repairs.
(f) Test faolliUe and area avaUablil for other s cial type

ot test.
( ) IRD oan monitor radio transmis ion to check proper 0 ration

of radio uipg.ent and 1st in on-the- pot trouble
shoot1J1g thrau h e oommunications s tam and also 0­

81 ly record ome dat •
(h) es us of auxiliary trans rt tion.
(i) ore manhours ppl1 directly to r se reh 0 ration r ther

than supporting opel' t10ns.

4. ~ s dam to 81 likely in either normal or er ncy land" s.

s. Gr ater tor helicopter in cas of .1' moy landing.

• sadvantagest

1. So terproofing required for odel equipnent.

2. All radio control and traoking equipn nt 8uscep e to
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Both parcels of land are portions of a road which was in place at the time
the captioned Project was designed and constructed in 1929 and 1930. The
first is shown on Sheet 12 of the plans for Project 52J-F $~d the second is
shown on Sheets 13 ~~d 1h of the plans for Project 52J-G.

I do apologize fat the long delay in replying to your letter of March 19,
1959 directed to the State Highway Commissioner and Inquiring about two
parcels of land sholm on your sketch CLR dated !'larch 10, 1959. The delay
has be~n occasioned by necessity for searching my flies and records in
order to be certain of the accuracy of our reply.

Mr. H. J. E. Reid, Director
National Aeronautics &Space
Langley Research Center
Langley field, Vi inla

Dear Mr. Reid:

The Department of HighWays had at that time only recently been granted au­
thority the Legislaturz to abandon old roads and no organized operation
for the systematic abandonment of old locations was then in effect. As a
consequence neither of the portions of old location shown on your sketch
has ever been abandoned In accordance ;rlth the then existing statute or
with ~ny SUbsequent one.
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Neither parcel is included in the area obtained by grant and/or by condemnation
for the captiJned Project, and each therefore consists of a prescriptive ease­
ment for the passage of the public and such other ~Jrposes as are associated
vlth f'O~S and hlghiol3Ys. Unless and until these prSlscriptive easements are
abandoned and v!'iC'ited in accordance with the law, It Is possible that they will
remain a cloud upon the title of the owner of the underlying fee, but this
issue is not entirely free from doubt. Certainly It Is true that the Depart­
ment of Highways In effect abaru10ned these parcels when traffic was turned
on to the then new location of Route 134, but since the statute of 11ml~tions

does not run against the Cornmon1iealth or the public it is my belief that the
easements still exist.N8
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May /', 1959

As to the ownership of the underlying fee I cannot advise you. I do not know
the extent of your purchase of tree adjdning lands and $0 do not knoli ;;hether
you have any cl'lims to this underlying fee. In 1929 the fee \mderlylng parcel
one .as owned by ~1e heirs at law of F. A. Schmelz. It may still belong to
these people or to their successors unless it has been Included In a conveyance
to you or to some other party. Th~ northerly portion of parcel two .as also
owned by the s~~e people, but the sGutherly portion thereof belonged to E. R.
Shields on the .est side of the old location and to the Normal School on the
east side thereof.

I have been unab12 to locate in our files ar~ evidence that the portion of
old Route 13[, and lying south of the NAC/\ to Langley Field has been
legallyabandon<'d. It Is, however, within the City of Hampton, and presumably
the City has taken such action without advising us. The Commonwealth holds or
held valid title to the ,O-foot right of way of this old location and unless
you have taken steps to condemn the Commonweal~h's title, s~~e still remains
in our h~~d5. If condemnation by the United States has t~~en place, I can find
no record of notice being given the S:)m;nornit::alth, and no conveyances have been
made by the Commonwealth to the United States of its title.

I am not certain of the data you wish in connection with the second paragraph
of your letter. I .111 gladly send you prints of the aforementioned sheets if
these will help you, but call your attention to the fact that ~he survey was
made In 1929 and most of the topography ~~d control points have by ~his time
been obliterated. We also have a ~ore recent survey under Project 2427-72,
;;hich Is the relocation of Route 13h to the west:Jcassioned by the extension
of one of your runways. These pl~~s too can be fu~nlshed you upon request,
and you will find them somewhat easier to retrace. rc"'y do not, hOI/ever, tie
in to the earlier plans and surveys.

ncerely ~ur~ _~

....._~r~'arles E.::;';z~ ~~J
Assistant State Right of Way Engineer
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'1--/ 1~ , JW1e 19, U)59

o From NASA Headquarters
To Langley Attention: J. Cabell Messick

Reference: Langley Letter to Air Force, dated March 26, 1959,
JCM, PJC, Sgd. F. L. Thompson

Subject: Plum Tree Island

UNGLEY

We have been advised that on JW1e 2, 1959, the Department of
Defense declared Plum Tree Island as excess to its needs. Steps
are being taken to obtain a license for use of Plum Tree Island
by NASA until such time as a transfer can be effectuated. We have
been further advised that decontamination has been completed.
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Contract No.
DA-44-' IO-ENG-477 I0j- ~ ~--

. -.
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

PERMIT TO OTHER FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY
TO USE PROPERTY ON

________~~~_:r.~_~ __J_~_~_~ __~JR __F()~e:._AA_~~_, __ yl_~I~_1_~ _

NATa ONAl AERONAUT 1CS AN) SPACE ADM IN 1STAAT I~
'.

is hereby granted a permit for (( term of Two (2) Vears _

beginning 16 July , 1.9 5') ,and ending IS JUly ,1961 ,

but revocable at will by the Secretary of the Air Force, to enter upon. use and occupy that
certain .ilitary reservation known and identified as Plum Tree Island Air Force
Range. York County. Virginia. containing approximotely 3.276 acres

as shown substantially~ on Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part he1·eof.~iIU
JU[~ilmax

THIS PERMIT is granted subject to the following conditions:

1. That the use and occupation of the said premises shall be without cost 01' expense to the
Department of the Ai?' Force, under the general supervision and subject to the approval of the officer
JULving immediate jU?'isdiction over the premises, and subject also to such rules and regulations as
he nwy from time to time prescribe.

2. That the permittee shall, at its own expense and without cost or expense to the Department
of the Ai1' Force, 1naintain and keep in good repair and condition the prentises herein authorized to be
used.

3. That any interference with or damage to property unde1' cont1'ol of the Depa-rtment of the
Air Force incident to the exercise of the privileges herein granted shall be promptly c01'J'ected by the
permittee to the satisfaction of the said office?'.

4. That the permittee shall pay the cost, as determined by the said officer, of producing and/or
supplying any utilities and other services fumished by the Department of the Air Force or through
Department of the Air Force facilities for the use of the pe1'mittee.

~N~C~O~~ 1362a (ER 406-Hi) PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE \1\-737&6-1
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12 Augu<;t f '5'

Subject: RC}lol t of termination of inst!"1'mt'nt.

~.

cnlef of Staff
TO: Un rted state Atr Force

WashIngton 25, o. C.
ATTN. AFoc£-q)

You are hereby notified of·the termination of the foliolcing-rlesl'I'lbed instrument in Q,{'cordance
with the terms thereof:

(a) Symbol number:

(b) l\iameandaddressojomntce: H trona. AeronautIcs" pace Admtnl~tretton

1520 H street, N. w.
'Ve8h Ington 25, o. C.

(c) Kind of instrument. Per It

(d) Location: Plum T,.. e Island All" Force ~ge

VirgInia

(e) Effectit'e date of termination: 7 August 19~

(f) How terminated: Relinquished by grantee

(g) Compliancr H'~th conditions of instrument as to vacation, rrmol'al of projHrty, and 1'~ '"

ratIOn of premu.;es.· No restorat ton required . W
~.

FOR THE 0 l~iR ICT e.GINEER.

Distribution: (as checked)

~: (;eneml A.rrountlfty Offire, \I/tltt [Ji"/slOri

L Judge Ad,-ucate (;enpral, Record.' llTllnrh
o Chief uf Enginnrs, Re tl E. tate
f.J [)ll'i."iun Engineer, Rtrll E 'tate
_. OTHER:

/Dir, NASA, langley Research Center, LAFB, Ve
CO, TactIcal AIr ~d, LAFB, Va
CO, 8}6th All" Sa e Group, LAFe, Va

cc:E.S.D.F11es
Stru.c.Engr.Sec.
Fllaht.Qpera.Br.(Reeder)

u; GOVERNMENl ~p:t:'~g~~ tir~6 (Hewes)
Repla t' prevIous edItions whi, n.lr oo-;ole!fl1368ENG FOAM

1 Feb 50
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