NASA - Langley
November 25, 1958

MEMORANDUM for Engineering Service Division Files
Subject: Plum Tree Island

1. Colonel W. E. O'Neill, Executive Officer of Langley
Air Force Base, Virginia, called the writer on November 24, 1958,
stating that, with regard to NASA's use of Plum Tree Island at
some date, this might be possible; however, the present plans
for Plum Tree Island, after it has been phased out for bombing
purposes, are to maintain this piece of property as a channel
out for traffic off of runway 7-25. He could not find any
indication that the Government intended to dispose of Plum
Tree Island in the near future. He was confident of the fact
that, should NASA have any desires to use the island, i1t would
be a long time before it could be decontaminated to a point
whereby it would be suitable for any purpose other than as
a bombing range.

J. Cabell Messick
Chief, Engineering Service Division

JCM.oce
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March 9, 1959

a4 - Langley
outdoor testing of free-drop and radio-controlled models.

Use of Alr Force restricted area near Flum Tree Island for

MEIDRANDUM for Aissociate Director
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A. - Advantages;
1. Adequate Space:

(a) Land area - approximately 3 square nﬂ.u, outeide of bomb
impact area.

(b) Water area = approximately 6 nm- miles of shallow water
at least 1 mile from boat channels populated area.

(c¢) No significant obstructions in area. West Point has less
thanlaquarcaihmdnwhorthiaismododorpavod

2. Access: te boato

(a) The largest and closest area available.
(b) Tracking site 3 miles from Spin-Stall building.
(¢) Travel time about 5 minutes by helicopter.

id) Orews can operate directly from Spin~Stall building.
e) Within radio-communication range of Flight Operations,

eteorclogy, IRD and Langley Control Tower.

(f) Immediate assistance in case of emergency or accident.
(g) Greater security for classified projects.

3. - - mﬂ’

(a) Tests depend only on immediate weather.

(b) Approximately 3 times as many days available for testing.

(c) Maintenance equipment left at Spm-aull Shop.

(d) Only tracking and radio control equipment needed at site,
can be semi-permanent.

(e) Shops immediately available for model repairs.

(£) Test facilities and area avu.l;bh for other special types
of tests.

(g) IRD can monitor radio transmission to check proper operation

- of radio equipment and assist in on-the-spot trouble
shooting through the communications system snd also pos-
8ibly record some data.

(h) Minimizes use of auxiliary transportation.

(i) ¥ore manhours applied directly to research operation rather
than supporting operations.

L. less damage to model likely in either nomlr or emergency landings.
5. Greater safety for helicopter in case of emergency landing.

B = advant
1. BSome waterproofing required for model equipment.

2 All radio control and tracking equipment susceptible to
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ecorrosion due to salt water and atucsphers.
Retrieving in marsh and very challow water.

Poor acceassibility by lend or water.

Mmamnwnnmhdmm.
Fossible flooding of sites in high tides.
Wmmuhmmemermm.

tosquitoes and snakes.

m«mmwm sore chutes
required.
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the bombing range.

'WMMMGIMMM% tres-

‘pass for purposes of access to restricted area and recovery
of models which may land outside of test area.

locate launching and tracking sites on edge of Air Force
restricted area approximately 1 uile north of Jessick.

mWﬁuummmmawau.
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form with suitable weather and theft protection.
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and equipment. _

Secure Air Force assistance in spraying area for mosquitces.
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above matter be most eppreciated. \
Yours very truly,
¥F. L. Thompson
Director
JCM.0cc
PJc

M,MM&&J&LW)



NAsR

APR'1 3 1959

-4
¢

iode

VhE §

USAFRF
USAF

m ~ rmmw

9 uunm 2 m%m
w _m i fa
w ‘u m ‘ m Wum
m L 8 M— Mﬂu
AT ﬂ il
mw m m w - -u.a m

2 - a
mm m - mmmm Lm,ﬁ. i1 m# e Mm
mu m x§ dsy _ wm e

|.|.\



mM? mg:,a

(0

B B BAY, GRUHEEIONER

£ B BANBOW. LaWHEMIEVNLE, VA

& WALLADE CARPER. WELLan, Vi
L MR, # L2
8. B FLYYHE. BanTiNDYRLE. VA,
BUNSTIS T, HRLGON. WY Jidwess, Vi,

& PAYIS
BEFYTY CHRMEHSINGRER & CRES Tramvean

M, M. HANRIE, ARIMIYRATIVE ANSISTAMT

WM. R SLIDDRK. SMSETANTY TRIKF ENSiNEEN
B 9 FUEATE. AREdTANT CnidF ENBIREIR

B W, RUDOLE ASSISTART CHIFF ERQMUEER
BEOQ. B FELDL, RABNT OF WAY EnNSizEry

JooP WELE, R TARAFFLD B PLAKMENE TxatmEsn
. W, RAWLE: FRiomdbin, Vi, Y. ASHEY NEWRY, MINCRapiet ASENT

ran £ e o oo DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS GraRLEs WELSON. Biakcron ¢ PuxsenEL

VOSKER ©. WATHING. JR.. Bowrn BowTos, Vi RICHMOND 3. Vi,

N EEFPLY FLEAEE aEdEN T

W ?%8\}' 5 2 E'?E',’rf HRUTE mwm BET 1 SEB“F‘?G
J‘" Gi. |

RIGHT OF Way

Mr, H, J. E. Reid, Director

National Aeronautics & Space Aduinistration DIREC
Langley Research Center A0 B
Langley Field, Virginia ; ASSTp
T ABET.Q
Dear ¥r, Heid: AT
T ABgY
1 do apologize for the long delay in replying to your letier of March 19, g?;ﬁ
1999 directed to the State Highway Commissioner and inguiring about two REC
parcels of land shown on your sketch CLR dated March 10, 1959. The delay i comp
has been occasioned by necessity for searching my filez and records In et
order to be certain of the accuracy of sur reply. .
FSRD
Both parcels of land are portions of a road which was in place at the time ;ﬂn
the captlioned Project was designed and constructed in 1929 and 1930, The -
2S5 s first is shown on Sheet 12 of the plans for Project 523-F and the second is PARD
Ash UHF S b 1h e} y o ol le Wiy
T nsst shown on Sheets 13 and 1L of the nlans for Prolect 523-G. STAB
LORT E g . sTrug
The Department of Highways had at that time only recently been granted su- ™D

thority by the Legiglature to sbandon 0ld roads and no organized operation
for the systemsatic abandonmenit of old locations was Lhen in effect. As =
e consequence neither of the portions of old Iccation shown on your sketch
G e has ever been abandoned in accordance with the then existing stabute or
...~ with any subseguent one.

Heither parcel is included in the area obtained by grant and/or by condemnation o g

. w; for the caplioned Preject, and each therefore conzists of g prescriptive sase- PHIRD
ooy ment for the passage of the public and such other purposes as are assoclated PERS
e " with rosds and highways, Unless and until these prescriptive easements are PROC
Bores abandoned and vacated in accordance with the law, it 13 possgible that they will

remalin 3 cloud upon the title of the cwner of the underlving fee, but this o
igsue ls not entirely free from doubt. Certainly It lg true that the Depart-

ment of Highugys in effect abandoned these parcels when traflfic was turned

on to the then new location of Route 13h, but since the statute of iimiations

doer not run against the Commonwealth or the public it {g my belief thal the
easements still exist,




Mr., H, J. ¥, Reid May #, 1959

“De

As to the odﬁefs%ip of the underlying fee I zannot advise you. I do not know
the extent of your purchase of the adioining lands and g0 do not know whether
you have any cialms Lo this underiying fee. In 1929 the fze underlving parcel
one was owned by the heirs at law of F, A, Schmelz. 1t may still belong to
thege people or to their successors unless it has been included in a conveyance
to you or to some other party. Tha northerly portiosn of parcel two was also
cwned by the same people, bub the ssutherly portion thereof belonged to E. R,
Shields on the west side of the old location and to the ¥ormal School on the
zzst side thereof.

I have been unable to Iocate in cur files any evidence that the portion of

old Route 134 and lying south of the NATA Gate to Langley Field has been
legally abandoned. It fs, however, within the City of Hampton, and presumably
the City has taken such action without advising ug. The Commonwezlth holds or
held valid title to the S0-Toot right of way of this oid location snd unless
you have taken steps to condemn the Commonwealth's tlitle, same still remalins

in our hands. If condamnation by the United States has taken place, I can find
ne record of notice being given the Commonwealth, and no convevances have been
made by the Commonwealth to the United States of its title.

I am not certalin of the data you wish In connection with the second paragraph
of your letter. I will gladly send you prints of the aforementioned sheets if
these will help you, but call your attention to the fact that the survey was
made In 1929 and most »f the topography and control polnts have by this time
been obliterated, We also have a more recent survey under Project 2027-72,

which {s the relocation of Route 13 to the west ocassioned by the extension
of one of your rurways. These plans too can be furnished you upon request,
and you will find them somewhat easier to retrzce. They do not, however, tie
in to the earlier plans and surveys.

ncerely yours

“Marles £, Owen, Jr, .
Asslstant State Right of Way Engineesr
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HEADQUARTERS Y 25 on g 106

Langley Air Force Base, Virginia

. - ?
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER M 21 May 1959
g9 ,

Dr. H. J. E. Relad

Director, Langley Research Center

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Langley Air Force Base, Virginia

Dear Dr. Reid:

I have temporarily succeeded Colonel Gene H. Tibbets as Commander
of Langley Aixr Force Base.

With reference to your letter of 13 May 1959 addressed to Colonel
Tibbets, I am anxfious to assist your Center in its undertaking.
Firet Lieuteanant Calvin C. Tennis of the Office of the Judge Advo-
cate is experienced in the field of your requirement and will be
available at your call. You, or your designee, are authorized to
call on him directly for such assistance as you deem necesgsary.
Lt Tennis may be contacted on Extension 5103.

Sincerely,

Lt Col., USA
Commander

(L 08 P : Y ﬁl.’ : '
S Engr.Section

ght t&;rltim ?; (Beeder)‘ |
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0 From NASA Headquarters
To Langley Attention: J. Cabell Messick

Reference: Langley Letter to Air Force, dated March 26, 19569,
JCM, PJC, Sgd. F. L. Thompson

Subject: Plum Tree Island

We have been advised that on June 2, 1959, the Department of 7"“%

Defense declared Plum Tree Island as excess to its needs. Steps ‘s“‘q"
are being taken to obtain a license for use of Plum Tree Island 2‘4&
by NASA until such time as a transfer can be effectuated. We have P
been further advised that decontamination has been completed. T ASST
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ADDRESS REPLY TO: ‘a
DISTRICT ENGINEER C e
NORFOLK DISTRICT
2::’:0 ?"l:“'m CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY
NORFOLK 1, VA, OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER

cavis 5 sl DAERISE NORFOLK DISTRICT

FOOT OF FRONT STREET

(Plum lﬂm Aero & Space=LT71) NORFOLK 1, VIRGINIA
15 July 1959

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Papers

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION BELOW

The attached papers are inclosed for your information and

records.
FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:
/7 >
P Ve "7.’ &~ LA >4
Incl ROBERT N. McGUIRT "
Permit ~ Natl Aero & Space Chief, Management & Disposal Branch
Admin -« Cont JDALTTI Real Estate Division
BREC
Mso
ASSTQ
DISTRIBUTION s
s ASSTB
Grant T ASE
Original: Gepgwadod it
REC
Executed: V3588408 Director, NASA, Langley Research Center, LAFB, Va .y
Real Estate Files oLD
(MAEA000 xdaddd xOfe vionay BANE OEIBERATVE A3 36 FRD
FSRD
Conformed: Einanssodd866udsdnesBnenatx e HYDR
Inapeosdonniidde ? o
Chief of Staff, USAF, Wash, DC ATTN: AFOCE-RD PARD
CO, Tactical Air Command, LAFB, Va STAB
CO, 836th Air Base Group, LAFB, Va STRUG
™D
UPWT
NACA -
crs
ENG S
CA
FISC
OFF §
cc:B.S.D.Hlel 2 mm ’
Struct.Engr.Sec. PERS
Flight Operations Br. (Reeder) rmoc

Spin Stall Br. (Hewes) A




Contract No.
T = DA=lly= | 10<-ENG=LT7!
. -,
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
PERMIT TO OTHER FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY
TO USE PROPERTY ON

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADM IN ISTRAT ION
i8 hereby granted a permit for a term of Two (2) Years _ |
beginning 16 July , 19 59 , and ending 15 July , 1961 |

but revocable at will by the Secretary of the Air Force,to enter upon, use and occupy that
certain military reservation known and identified as Plum Tree Island Air Force
Range, York County, Virginia, containing approximately 3,276 acres

as shown substantially sacsssk on Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part hereof, ontodesoniiedk
wxmilmoxx

THIS PERMIT is granted subject to the following conditions:

1. That the use and occupation of the said premises shall be without cost or expense to the
Department of the Air Force, under the general supervision and subject to the approval of the officer
having immediate jurisdiction over the premises, and subject also to such rules and regulations as
he may from time to time preseribe.

2. That the permittee shall, at its own expense and without cost or expense to the Department
of the Air Force, maintain and keep in good repair and condition the premises herein authorized to be
used.

3. That any interference with or damage to property under control of the Department of the
Air Force incident to the exercise of the privileges herein granted shall be promptly corrected by the
permittee to the satisfaction of the said officer.

4. That the permittee shall pay the cost, as determined by the said officer, of producing and/or
supplying any utilities and other services furnished by the Department of the Air Force or through
Department of the Air Force facilities for the use of the permittee.

f"gcﬁog'; 1362a (=r 451 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE 16—73786-1




7)1
made without the prior consent

e
5. That no additions to or alterations of the premises shall be
of the said officer.

6. That if for any reason it should be deemed necessary or expedient for the Department of the
Air Force to perform functions and/or render services which are the responsibility of the permittee,
the said officer may, in lieu of reimbursement, require the permittee to furnish the personnel and/or
materials required for the performance of said functions and/or for the rendering of said services.
In addition to furnishing personnel and/or materials, the permittee shall reimburse the Department
of the Air Force for any costs incurred by the Department of the Air Force in connection with said
functions and/or services, such as for supervision and/or equipment furnished. Selection of such
personnel will be subject to the approval of the said officer.

7. That on or before the date of expiration of this permit or its relinquishment by the per-
mittee, the permittee shall vacate the said premises, remove its property therefrom, and restore
the premises to a condition satisfactory to the said officer, ordinary wear and tear and damage
beyond the control of the permittee excepted. If, however, this permit is revoked, the permittee
shall vacate the premises, remove its property therefrom, and restore the premises as aforesaid
within such time as the Secretary of the Air Force may designate.

€. That, by reason of the fact that the premises covered by this permit have
been approved for transfer from the Department of the Air Force to the permittee
and this permit is granted so as to permit .interim occupancy pending consummat ion

of the official transfer, this permit shall automatically terminate on the effec-
tive date of said transfer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand by authority of the Secretary of the

2

. A IL_) -
Air Force this 7 é day of Lt A 1997
> "3 e -/:/ >
F - 5 L g Ny
7 r ¥ / /o & etV

0BT N. McGUIRT

y Contracting Officer
U. S. Army Engineer Distriot
Norfolk

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—73755~1
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SCALE *«1000'

AIR INSTALLATION OFFICE,
LANGLENY AIR FORCR. TBASE_
VIRGINIA

PLUM TREE ISLAND
BOMBING & M.G. RANGE

DRAWwWN SUBMITTRD BY IATE
Yooer— T T i 27 ™MAR, 51
CHECKEDIZTBERT J DOWNEY, MAJ., U.SAF |~ '=EN*

b AIR_INSTALLATION OFFICER. A-587




July 27, 1959

Langley
To NASA Headguarters (Code AG) Attention: Mr. Kurt Berlin
Subject: Transfer of title to Plum Tree Island

Reference: Telephone conversation between Messrs. Kurt Berlin
and J. Cabell Messick on July 22, 1959

1. It has been determined that the Spin-Stall Bramch of
the Stability Research Pivision will require continuous use of
Plum Tree Island for a period in excess of two years making
studies in spinning and stalling characteristics types
of aireraft, including space vehicles. The need
investigation in this field is apparent.

2, Also, Plum Tree Island affords the TFlight
Division the long, unobstructed corridor needed for investigation

of vertical take-off and landing problems. This investigation
w«m“wm

3. In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that title
to Plum Tree Island be transferred permeamently to the NASA.

| ?ﬁ

He J. E. Reid
Director

5
éﬁig

cec: Central Files
Engineering Service Division Files
Structural Engineering Section
Flight Operations Bramch (J. P. Reeder)
Spin-Stall Branch (D. E. Hewes)
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NAORM -- -0 o« A1l S 12 August 1%

Subject: Report of termination of instriment.

KRR
Chigf of Staff

TO: Unlited States Alr Force
washington 25, D, C.
ATTN: AFQCE=RD

You are hereby notified of the termination of the following-described instrument in accordance
with the terms thereof:

(¢) Symbol number: DAwlyye § 1 00 ENGel 7T |

(b) Name and address of grantee: Natlonal Aeronautics & Space Administration
1520 H Street, N. ¥,
“Vaahlngfon 25. D. Ceo

(¢) Kind of instrument: Permit
(d) Location: Plun Tree Island Alr Force Range
Virginia

(e) Effective date of termination: 7 August 1959

(f) How terminated.: RelInquished by grantee

(g) Compliance with conditions of instrument as to vacation, removal of property, and r%jb i
ration of p?'(ﬁmib’cs.’ No restoration r.q"lred ! .

-

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEERs :

PR EVITSSTRNCH
1001 J TET
Yyl r
e Staraes v :2

Distribution: (as checked) ~

[ General Accounting Office, Audat [1vision

[ Judge Advocate General, Records Branch

[} Chief of Engineers, Real Estate

[0 Division Engineer, Keal Estate
(] OTHER:
~Dir, NASA, Langley Research Center, LAFB, Va
CO, Tactlical Alr Command, LAFB, Va
CO, B36th Alr Base Group, LAFB, Va

cc:E.S.D.Files
Struc.Engr.Sec.
E'N?GEO;BM ] 368 Replaces previous editions whicn are obsolete. ra.Br. (Reeder)

U. S. GOVERNMENT F%Ti C‘t(. 1RO 377116
Spin8t r. (Hewes)
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