Reply to Attn of:

National Aeranautics and 00 / Forrrenr”

Space Administration

Langley Research Center
Hampton, Virginia
23665 - 5225

200 SEP 3 1992

Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Historic Resources
Attn: Antony F. Opperman

Project Review Archaeologist

221 Governor Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Dear Tony,

This letter is a more detailed follow-up to our letter of July 17, 1992,
which was a quick response to your letter of July 1, 1992. At that time we
had not received MAAR Associates, Inc., final report of their "Phase I
Cultural Resource Survey of the Proposed OSD Industrial Complex Site at NASA
Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia", which was received on August 17,
1992. However, based on our analysis of their preliminary data, we had
decided to revise the site design to avoid the area that contains the 18th
century residential site. Their final report (Enclosure 1) did not contain
any additional data that indicated a change in our original conclusions.
Therefore, since the redesign of the site has been completed, and there is a
pressing need to begin construction of several buildings on the site, we are
now forwarding the pertinent information to you for your comments on our
proposed plan of action.

The revised site plan for the OSD Industrial Buildings (Enclosure 2) shows
the relative positions of the proposed buildings and parking lots, and the
shovel test pits dug by MAAR Associates’ field crew. The building that was
originally planned for the site where the archeological site was discovered
has been moved to another area and a smaller building, which does not
interdict the archeological site, has been substituted. The area which
contains the site, marked "Future Phase II Survey Boundary", will be reserved
in forested condition. There is no plan at this time to initiate a Phase II
Archeological Survey of the site because it is no longer threatened. This
could change if funds become available for Phase II investigations of all our
potentially National Register eligible sites or if space considerations at
the Center dictate that we more fully utilize our available space.

Also enclosed (Enclosure 3) is a brief historical review of the site found by
the MAAR Associates survey. This review, researched and written by John L.
Patterson of the LRC Historical and Archeological Society, should serve to
provide an appropriate historical background for the Archaeological Site
Inventory Form on the site submitted in the back of the MAAR Associates
report.
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If you need further information, or wish to discuss our plan of action,
please contact me at (804) 864-2490 or John Mouring at (804) 864-6861.

FrankTin H. Farmer, Ph.D.
Consulting Archeologist

Concur: k//" !‘/

Jéhn L. Mouring
Facilities Master Planner
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ROSS PROPERTY

The Ross property of nominally 5@ acres was. first patented in 1695

by Dictoris Christmas. It is unlikely that he lived on the property
since he owned other larger estates in Elizabeth City and York counties.
It is not known who acquired the property from Christmas or when it

was first owned by the Ross family, but the earliest surviving recards
for Elizabeth City County indicate that a Ross family may have been
living there in or before the 1690's. Hugh Rosse witnessed the willl

of Thowmas Wythe II in 1694, and in 1696 Hugh Ross was one of the
appraisers of the estate of Joseph Cheely, deceased? Other appraisers
were Robert Crooke (master of the Syms Free Schael), Augustine Moore.
and William Mallory, all of whom Iived near the Ross property.

W¥hen Margaret Priest made her lillain 1719, she was the widow of
James. Priest who died about 1713%. In addition to children by Priest,
she named sons Hugh, William and Prances Rass, as well as a grandaughter
Ann Ross. Francis Mallory was surety for her somn Hugh as executer and
the estate was appraised by Simen Hollier, Edward Tahb and Anthony
Armistead, Jr. James Priest, but no Ress, had paid taxes in 1704 on

S

50 acres in Elizabeth City Caounty“. Thus it is plausible to assume

that James Priest lived on the Rass property after he married the
widow, Margaret Roséf/ggf'the estate reverted to the Ross family after
his death.

When Francis Ross (prebably the one mentioned above) died about
1731, his wife Elizabeth was granted administration of his estate and
Franeis Mallory was suretya- When Elizabeth iHoss made her vi117in 1756,
she left a £166 legacy from her uncle John Mallory of Landon te her
son-in-law Anthony Hawkins. He was to give £30 of it to Elizabeth's
grandson Mallory Ross when the latter reached age 21. The father of
Mallory Ross was nat mentioned, and may have been dead at that time.
Augustine Moore, Jolinson Mallory, John Tabb and John Parsons were
ordered to appraise the estated ..

This limited data from the surviving county records tend to indicate
that the above mentioned Mallory Ross was the one who paid taxes on
50 acres of land in Elizabeth County from 1782 thraugh 1784. Except
for 1704, 1782 is the earliest year faor wshich land tax records have

survived for Elizabeth City County. No tax records survived for 1785




and 1786, but from 1787 thraugh 1793 Martha loss paid taxes on 17
acres (her widow's one-third part?) and Francis Ross (prebably her
son) paid taxes on 33 acres. The willg of Martba‘Rosgﬁ%ecorded in 1794,
and Francis Ress paid taxes on 50 acres from 1794 through 1804.

The subject Ross property was first identified imn surviving records
when Francis Ross deededlo, in April of 1805, to his daughter Jane
Ross "- - - twenty five acres of Land including the Land whereon the
house now is, lying and being in the Caounty of Eliza. City, and
bounded on the south by the land of Holden Hudgins farmerly Wythes. On
the North and West by the school land, and on the East by the Land aof
the said Franeis Ross - - -", This was the western half of the 50-acre

Ll and Jane

estate. Apparently PFrancis Rass first married Jane Stores
Ross was their daughter. Yhen he made his villlgn September of 1805,

he lent his second wife Mary "- - - the Twenty five acres aof Land
vhereon I now live during her life for the support of my two last
children Mallory Ross and Ann Ross untill they arrive to the age of
Twenty one years, and after my wife dec'd It is my will and desire that
all my Land should be eqnaliy divided between my daughter Jane Ross

and my son Mallory Ross — - -"_ The will also stated that "- - - it is
my will and desire that my Brother Cheely Ross pay one half of the
mortgage for his part of the land that is between Mr Miles King and
myself."” In 1731, a Framcis Ross had -ortgaged13 50 acres on Back River
"whereen I now live"to Miles King.

No additional records have been found that show a transfer of the
Ross property. For some reason, from 1809 through 1815, Francis Hoss,
Jrid paid taxes on 25 acres and Cheely Ross on 25 acres. Froam 1816
througb-lBlB,SQ acres was listed in the tax records as the Ross estate.
More information iIs needed ta clarify the history of ownership.

James M. Vaughan must have acquired the subject property around
1819 since in 1820 the boundary was not precessioned between "Symms
free schoel and Francis Ross --no lines as the land belongs to J. M.
Vaughan". Vaughan had probably acquired the school land from Houlder
Hudgins, or his estate, by this time and had combined the properties.

(Houlder Hudgins bought the school land in 1809, and he died in 1815.)
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FOOTNOTES

I. Elizabeth City County Deeds, Wills, etc. I1687-1699, page 163. The
exact spelling of names in this period of time has little sigmificance.
flass could be spelled Rosse just as Wythe was sometimes spelled Wyth
or With.

2. Ibid page 222. Since Cheeley (Cheely, Chealy) was later used as
a boys given name in the Ross family, Hugh Ross' mother muy have been

a Cheeley.

3. Ibid 1715-1721, page 181.

4, Ibid 1723-1729. Priest's will was mentioned in a lawsuit.

5. Eng¥ish Duplicates of Lost Virginia Records - A True & Perfect
Rent Roll of the Land in Elizabeth City County for the Year 1704.

6. Elizabeth City County Order Book 1731-1747, page Il.

7. Elizabeth City County Wills 1701-1859, page 96. It can be inferred

from the "Mallory Family of Virginia - - " that Elizabeth Ross' father
was William Mallory, a first cousin of the William: Mallory who married
Ann Wythe.

8. Elizabeth City Coumnty Order Book 1755-1760Q, page 85.

9. Elizabeth City County Deeds, Wills, etc. Book 34, page 155. Martha
‘loss did not name a son Francis in her will, but her son Johnson's
will (Book 34, page 222) did mention a brother Frank. Apparently this
was a nickname for Francis.

10. Ibid Book 12, page 423.

11. Ibid Book 34, pages 119, 141, and 392.

12, Ibid Book 12, page 352.

13. Ibid Book 34, page 46.

14. This Francis Ross, Jr. has mot been identified. Another Francis
Ross, Jr. died early in 1805 just before Jane iloss. was deeded half of
the subject property, and Jane's father did not mention a son Francis
when he made his will in the following September. It was not unusual
for nephews to be called Junior, and the Francis, Jr. in question
could have been the son of Cheely or his brother Thomas. To add to the
confusion of land ownership, the Francis Ross, Jr. who died in 1805
willed 50 acres of land he bought from Miles King (and the house he

built on it) to his intended wife Elizabeth Palmer.




