The Space Radiation Effects Laboratory located in Newport News, Virginia, was operated by the
College of William and Mary for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). In the
1960s, the Virginia Associated Research Campus (VARC) had been formed by the state of Virginia
in support NASA's decision to build a Space Radiation Effects Laboratory (SREL) A consortium of
state universities housed in a building neighboring the SREL, the VARC provided administrative
services, offices and laboratories for the facility.

The SERL included a synchrocyclotron with a primary beam of 600 MeV protons and secondary
beams of 400 MeV pions and muons produced for the purpose of studying the effects of radiation on
materials planned for use in space.

The synchrocyclotron was removed in 1980 when SERL shut down. At that time, William and
Mary's Hans Christian von Baeyer, was finishing up six years as physics department chair and had
headed to VVancouver for a year of research leave. While he was gone, he got a call from then-Provost
George R. Healy asking him to become director of the College-run VARC in Newport News.

It became von Baeyer’s goal to find a new mission for the facility. After hearing a talk by U. Va.
professor James McCarthy about an electron accelerator capable of changing the study of nuclear
physics, van Baeyer made a decision. "Right there and then, instantly, in that moment, it became
clear to me that | had to get that accelerator to come here," von Baeyer says. And from that, the story
of Jefferson Lab began.
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