rgAccidental Paleontologists

HAMPTON, VA—Two accidental fos-
sil finds are changing the way scien-
tists ook at whales
and amphibians.

At NASA's Langley
Research Center, two
sharp-eyed construc-
tion-site surveyors—
Vanessa Butler and
Kit Cain—spotted the
remains of a baleen

now the

geologic time.

Based on the size of remains, the whale
] appears to have been a 30-ft.-fong juveniie.

whale that died 3"z million
years ago. Back then, the
shoreline of what is
Atlantic
Ocean was between
30 and 40 miles west
of its present location,
Although not unprece-
dented, the discovery
has provided new in-
sights into the devel-
opment of whales over

An even more sig-
nificant find has been credited
to 13-year-old Angus Hamley
and 9-year-old Guy Thulbomn
in Canberra, Australia. While
on an expedition with their fa-
thers, who are both scientists,
the boys spotted fossilized
remains that have convinced
paleontologists that Australia could
have been where fish first crawled
out of the water some 330 million
years ago. The find challenges the

belief that the Southern Hemigphere
was too cold to support amphibians.

All in all, it has been quite a year
for accidental paleontologists.

Crash Wrecks NASA Rocket

WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE, NM—
NASBA says that right now it can’t afford to
rebuild the $50 million Clipper Graham.

The one-of-a-kind Buck Rogers-style rock-
et dissolved in a wall of flames seconds after
completing an otherwise successful 2-minute
# 20-second flight, during which the single-

stage rocket had reached its 4100-ft. maxi-
mum altitude. Initial reports said that at
about 200 ft. above the landing pad, one of its
four landing-gear legs failed to extend.
Touching down on the remaining three, the
43-ft.-tall rocket fell on its side and exploded.
Investigators said that even though the
rocket sustained heavy damage and was left
unflyable, none of its four engines is ir-
reparable. But it will be the accountants, not
the engineers, who determine if it flies again.
NASA says that it will be unable to pay for a
, replacement rocket for at least another year.

Unmanned Clipper Graham touched down, tipped over and blew up.
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New Kenworth Look

KIRKLAND, WA—The trucking industry has taken
a turn in a fuel-saving direction with the intro-
duction of Kenworth’s latest model, the T2000, “We
had squeezed every
drop of aerodynam-
ies we could from the
T600 platform, so we
began with a clean
slate,” Barry Lang-
ridge, the company’s

Sleeper compartment
options include a
built-in TV.

general manager, says about the new T2000 model.
The resulting truck represents Kenworth's most
aerodynamic vehicle ever. Its sleeker design promises
a 30% reduction in fuel consumption, compared to
the models the company seld in the early 1980s. In-
side the cab, truckers will find luxury-car amenities,
including improved noise insulation, a small cooler
placed within arm’s reach and even cup holders.
Motorists will also find the truck friendlier. 1ts
headlights are set at approximately the same height
as those on passenger cars, thus reducing glare.
Fairings are contoured to reduce road spray.

(More Tech Update on page 26)
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NASA News

Langley Research Center —
Thanks to the sharp eyes of two
surveyors, the fossil remains of a 3.5
million-year-old whale have been
discovered at NASA’s Langley
Research Center. The bones of the
30-foot juvenile baleen whale were
found July 15 by two surveyors at a
piping trench under construction. The
findings include a skull, part of the
ear bones, vertebrae and rib
fragments. More fossil remains are
still to be unearthed.

Marshall Space Flight Center —
Marshall has selected five teams to
develop technologies for air-
breathing rocket engines. This is the
next step toward developing new
rocket propulsion technologies that
could take NASA into the next
century. Called a rocket-based
combined cycle propulsion system, this
new propulsion system could use an
engine that consumes atmospheric
oxygen and then use a stored oxidizer
when beyond the Earth’s atmosphere.
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Thanks

I would like to thank all who
contributed to the success of the
Wallops Fourth of July picnic. There
was something for everyone in the
family. A live band, horseshoes and
volleyball were available for the
adults; a water slide, hayrides,
swings, bean bag toss, skee ball, sand
box, etc., for the little ones; and of
course burgers and hot dogs for
everyone. The children especially
seemed to enjoy themselves this year.

A lot of personal time and effort
went in to providing this function.
At the risk of missing someone, I
think that the following individuals
or groups deserve special recognition:;
Cortez III Service Corp., H&H, Terry
Ewell, Jose Gonzalez, George Pruitt,
Gerry Mclntyre, Jan Neville and
Bobby Sheppard. If 1 have over-
looked someone, I apologize.

Charlotte Williams, Code 233

Exchange hours are Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

%
J

Have you
checked out our
catalog on the
Internet?

The store stock
supply catalog is on
the Internet. Check it
out at http://logs-
web.gsfc.nasa.gov

Call Danny Nock
x1230 or Gerry Laws
x1137 in stock control
for more information.
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